Dear

Please ensure that the planning system does not promote development at any cost

I am concerned about the likely impact of the Government’s planning reforms. While I recognise the need for our national economic situation to improve and for genuinely sustainable economic growth, no-one will gain if the quality of both the built environment and our countryside is sacrificed for short-term financial gain that benefits only a few.

The National Planning Policy Framework as now drafted will introduce a ‘presumption in favour of sustainable development’. The term ‘sustainable development’ may sound reassuring, but it becomes much less so when set alongside government calls – including from the Chancellor of the Exchequer - for a default ‘yes’ to development. I agree that development proposals that are in line with local views and local plans should be approved but the term ‘sustainable’ needs to be more than just a fig leaf. 

The Government must be clear that the environmental, social and economic implications of a development are considered and found to be sustainable before planning permission is granted. This means ensuring protection of the environment and a better quality of life for all, rather than prioritising short-term economic growth regardless of the consequences. 

 The Prime Minister stated he wanted the coalition to be the Greenest Government Ever. The current planning reform will make or break this commitment. In order to ensure that our towns and cities become better places and our countryside is protected and improved, national planning policy should:

 • allow local planners to say ‘no’ to damaging and inappropriate development;

• ensure the countryside as a whole is protected from damaging development - not just our best landscapes; and

• give local planning authorities the ability to require the re use of previously developed land before building on greenfield sites.

The Government's consultation on the draft National Planning Policy Framework has now closed, but I understand there is still some time before the final document will be published, and that MPs can still make suggestions for changes and improvements.

I hope, therefore, you will be able to raise my concerns with the Minister, Greg Clark MP, to ensure we get a planning system that gives our green and pleasant land the protection that it deserves, and that champions truly sustainable development.

Yours sincerely,
